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OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE GRAND du TEXAS, THE FORTY et EIGHT 

                          Winner of the Arthur McDowell Award 1991 – 1992 – 1993 – 1994 – 1995 – 1996 for the Best Grand Voiture Publication in the Nation without Advertising 

Jan – Apr 2009 

The Grand Chef Speaks… 

 
Greetings, 

Many, many thanks to Chef de Gare David 

Knutson and the Voyageurs of Voiture 175 for 

their unselfish effort to make the yearly 

pilgrimage to the Merci Boxcar a success. I know 

that a lot of hard work has gone into our visit and 

stay as conformable as possible. 

Our membership is looking good but could 

be a lot better. Currently we are ranked 15th and I 

know that we all want to move up the ladder and it 

is possible to do so. There are four Locales that 

are at 100% or higher and they are V-231, V-312, 

V-605 and V-1134. A big congratulations to all of 

them. There are some that are so close and some 

that are far away from reaching their goal. Let’s 

make a big push to get over the top. I know that 

we can do it and all it takes is for all of us to put 

forth the effort. 

How are you doing in supporting the 

various programs of La Societe? Even if you do 

not work a program, please submit a report. That 

is one way for to get 100% in program reporting. I 

know that all Voiture Locales cannot work all of 

the programs but you can work one, two, three or 

more of them. What we do work lets report. 

Again, thanks to the Voyageurs of Locale 

175 and to other that have had a hand in making 

this pilgrimage successful. 

 

Milton R. Chatham 

Grande Chef de Gare 

Grande du Texas 

 

 

The La Presidente Speaks... 

 

 
Hello Dames: 

 

I would like to sincerely thank all the 

cabanes for their hard work and dedication.  I 

hope all the officers have enjoyed their term as 

they will soon change with the time passing so 

quickly.  We will have to continue to work 

together and welcome our new members who are 

our future.   

Of course membership is always a 

challenge for everyone.  Take advantage of an 

opportunity to bring in a new member. 

 

Carol Cina 

La Madame Presidente 

La Grande Cabane du Texas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 2 

 

From the Grand Correspondant 
 
Hey to all, we had a few renewals turned in the last two 
weeks.  We just like 5 renewals or new members to 
equal last year.  Grand Chef Chatham and Sous Chef 
de Chemin de Fer Hank says to keep up the good 
work.  Texas needs to seat in the front at Nationale this 
year.  Central States Promenade is in two weeks hope 
to see a lot of voyageurs and dames from Texas to put 
on the party around the pool on Saturday. Sous Chef 
Hank is in first place as on now. 

 
Texas Membership – April 15, 2009 

  
Voiture Locale            2008            2009 

  
1st Division 

939                            19              18 
1123                          19               20 
1185                          48              39 
1601                          19              20 
Total                        105              97 

 
2nd Division 

163                            31              29 
266                            38              37 
312 (new)                  15              17 
980                            37              34 
1031                          58              56 

Total                        179             173 
 

3rd Division 
175                            14             13 
231                            21             23 
542                            36             29 
1077                            6               3 
1134                           12           12 
Total                           89            80 

 
4th Division 

605                            21            23 
1055                          25            22 
1096                          16            15 
Total                          62            60 
__________________________________ 

Grand Total               435         410 
         Nationale Total           415**   

** This figure has deceased and non-renewals 

members taken from last years totals.   

Don Barfield  
15643 W. FM 171 

Wichita Falls. Tx. 76305 

(940) 704-0621 

 

Pictures from Merci Boxcar 
 

 
 

Above is Ms Melissa Lesniak, a local Austin resident 

who heard the invitation on the local news station, 

came to join us at the memorial service.  Here she is 

presented with a memento of appreciation by Grand 

Chef Chatham for attending. 
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I am looking forward to seeing you at the Grand 

Cheminot in Beaumont.  The Grande Promenade 

will be at Post 817, 3430 W. Cardinal Drive, 

Beaumont. Please call me at 409-658-3644 if you 

have any questions. Maps will be available at the 

registration desk to each post.  The address for 

Post 33 is 1320 Pennsylvania, Beaumont, and it is 

across from the Port of Beaumont. 

 
Milton R. Chatham 

Grande Chef de Gare 

Grande du Texas 
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Cheminot & Merci Boxcar Minutes 

February 20 - 22, 2009 

 
Grand Chef de Gare Milton Chatham opened a joint session with the Dames at 1:00 pm in the 

Wyndham Garden Hotel.  

Grand Aumioner Lowell Mix offered a prayer for guidance in our meeting today and bless all Voyageurs 

and Dames. 

Voyageur John Bares was asked to speak on the up coming Grand Promenade in Beaumont in June.  They 

have planned a fish fry at A.L. Post 33 Friday night and a golf game Saturday.  Lanny Givens spoke on the 

Central States Promenade held in Wichita, Kansas  April 30 - May 3, 2009.  The Grand du Texas has to put 

on the pajama party around the pool.  Need lots of help mixing drinks for all present.  David Knutson read a 

letter from the mayor of Austin welcoming all to Austin.  David also spoke on the city of Austin 

establishing a memorial park just under the brick wall at A.L. Post 76.  The city is to place a Vietnam 

memorial and other things from all wars.  David said we may can put the boxcar there also.  Ronnie 

Wheeler spoke on the banquet to be held at Furr’s Cafeteria.  Ronnie told everyone how to get there and 

return to the hotel.  Chef Chatham closed the joint session at 1:20 pm and called a ten minute recess so the 

Dames could leave the room. 

The Cheminot was called to order in due form at 1:35 pm in the Wyndham Garden Hotel.  Grand 

Chef de Gare Chatham called for roll call of officers and voiture locales which was read by the Grand 

Correspondant and showed there was a quorum present to conduct business.  Grand officers present were 

33, 4 absent, 7 excused.  Locales present were 12present, and 5 absent.  Grand Correspondant Barfield read 

the cheminot call and gave the rules of the cheminot.  Grand Chef Chatham called for reading of previous 

minutes.  A notion was offered from the floor by V - Givens and seconded by V - Cina to not read the 

minutes since they were printed in the TVN and sent to each locale voiture.  A vote was called for and 

passed.  Grand Chef Chatham called for reports to be given. 

Chef de Train Div. 1 - Ron Mick - All of my locales but one only needs one or three members to make 

quota. One locale needs fifteen renewals. Over all div.1 stands at 78% at this time. 

Chef de Train Div. 2 - George Murphy - I have one locale over 100%, and several locales only needing 

five or less to make quota.  Div. 2 is standing at 85% at this time. 

Chef de Train Div. 3 - David Knutson - I have locale 231 over 100% and locale 1134 at 100%.  Locale 

542 is ten member short.  Locale 1077 has not turned any renewals in.  They show two life members only.  

Div. 3 stands at 85% at this time. 

Chef de Train Div. 4 - John Pepin - I have locale 605 over 100% and locale 1096 at 100%.  My locale 

1055 only needs four renewals to be 100%.  Div. 4 is at 94% at this time. 

Americanism Report - Clifton Guillory - I have not received any reports from the locales yet.  It is still 

early in the year and the forms has not been sent out from Nationale.  When the locale correspondant 

receives them please fill and send to me by May 30th.  I can than consolidate all and send a report to 

Nationale. 

Child Welfare Report - Daniel Zmroczek - Not present and no report given. 

Boxcar Report - Ronnie Wheeler - I have sold all the boxcar pins I had.  I ordered 300 crew cards and 

still have over 100 left.  Every voyageur should have a crew card.  Three locales have not asked for any 

cards.  Associate cards I have not gave out any.  I have tickets on a jacket to be given away in June and the 

money will be placed in the boxcar fund.  Please see me and get some for your locale.  Nationale takes the 

dollar from the cards and gives to several programs Nationale has.  They give back to each state that has a 

boxcar 125 dollars if they apply for it. 

Disaster Relief Report - Glen Cobb- I have received no money, and spent no money.  This my report. 

Ritual Report - Oral Van Sickle - Not present and no report. 

Youth Sports - Jack Winslow - Not present, but sent a report that said he has not received any reports. 

VAVS Report - Darrell Gibbs - Have received no reports yet. 

Const & By Laws - John McKinney - This is a reminder that at merci boxcar cheminot, only members of 

the cheminot, grand chef de gares passe, and locale chefs can vote.  If the chef de gare locale can not be at 

the cheminot, they need to send the grand correspondant a letter appointing someone to represent the 
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locale.  During the grand promenade in June I will be submitting a resolution to make several 

administrative changes to the grand constitution.  Copies will be provided prior to the grand promenade for 

review by the locales. 

Finance Committee Report - John McKinney - The committee convened at 9:00 am at the Wyndham 

Garden Hotel.  All members were present except the member from division 1 and the grand commissaire 

intendant.  Chairman McKinney offered a prayer for guidance.  The chairman tried to explain the report 

provided by  the commissaire intendant, but it was apparent there were too many questions concerning the 

report which could not be explained.  A notion to table discussion until the commissaire intendant was 

present was offered.  The committee adjourned at 9:30 am to be reconvened at a later time today.  

 

 

Nurses Training Report - John McKinney - The committee convened at  10:00 am at the Wyndham 

Garden Hotel.  All committee members were present except the member from division 3.  The finance 

report was reviewed.  There is $6,475.02 in the money market account.  $6,103.06 in one 15 month CD and 

$12,963.68 in a second 15 month CD for a total amount  

of  $25,541.76.  Two applications for $250 each nurses training grants were received from locale 266.  

After discussion both were approved.  There were discussion on other matters concerning nurses training.  

There being no further business a notion was offered, seconded and approved to adjourn at 10:28 am.  

Commissaire Intendant Report - Javier Patron - Not present at this time and no report given. 

Time & Place Report - Johnnie Washburn - The committee has not received any bids for the fall 

cheminot 2009 or the grand promenade in 2010.  Some of our locales that has not hosted a function lately 

should ask their members about being a host for a function.  The grand promenade 2009 will be in 

Beaumont in June. 

Resolutions - Don Barfield - I have a resolution from locale 1055 for voyageur Jerald Brady who is 

running for chef de chemin de fer in the year 2009 - 2010.  A resolution from the state of Virginia 

presenting Joe Ser III as a candidate for chef de chemin de fer also.  This resolution did not have any dates 

on it.  Grand du Texas has already backed voyageur Brady.  We voted to do that last year.  A resolution 

from locale 312 for the office of grand chef de gare.  Their candidate is Milton R. Chatham.  If no one else  

runs for this office, Milton will be the first to hold the office two years in a row. 

Grand Chef’s Report - Milton Chatham - I attended a wreak at locale 980 in Willis.  I went to a veterans 

day function  at a grade school in Woodlands, TX. and talked to fourth and fifth graders.  They thanked me 

for all veterans who served our country. 

Ways & Means Report - George Bannon - I still have raffle tickets on our fund raiser.  Some locales has 

sold all their tickets. We  need to sale more than $1500 to make the pay outs.  Most of the locales have not 

turned in any money yet.   So I do not know any totals yet.  Get out and sell your locale tickets.  Anybody 

on the street can buy them.  We do not care who wins.  

POW/MIA - Tom Larsen - I received a letter from Nationale about the program they support.  They have 

a lot of money from their pin sales.  The monies they raise goes to veterans families that has lost a love one 

in the wars.  We need to sale a lot of pins.   

Old Business -  Grand Chef Chatham gave out some awards to locales that was not present at the fall 

cheminot.   

New Business - Voyageur Givens offered a notion to buy a full page ad in the central states promenade 

program book for $100. V - Gibbs offered a second, voted on and passed.  The ad only cost us $ 50 since 

the La Femmes paid half the cost.   

Grand Aumioner Lowell Mix asked if the correspondant would place the names of our diseased voyageurs 

and dames in the minutes.  V - Knutson spoke on the city memorial park that is planed just below the wall 

around Post 76. He is to find out more information and see if the boxcar might be moved to that location. V 

- McKinney  spoke on a bill the state has coming up to fund some benefits for veterans.  Tell your 

congressman to vote for this bill.  Grand Chef Chatham called for a notion to except all reports.  Notion 

offered by V - Cina, seconded by V - Bannon voted on and passed.   

Good for the Voiture - Voyageur Givens and his crew of officers have the program set up when Texas 

hosts the central states promenade in 2010.  They need a lot of help from all voyageurs in Texas to put this 

convention on.  V - Givens called for a meeting after the cheminot to make more plans and find out who is 
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going to Wichita .  There being no further business Grand Chef de Gare Chatham closed the cheminot in 

due form at 2:55 pm. 

Finance Committee - The committee meet again at 5:30 pm wilh the commissaire intendant Javier Patron.  

We went over the budget by line items.  The format that is being used does not meet our desire.  It does not 

show the budget money for each line item and how much was spent up to date.  He said we would have it 

that way at the next function.  The CD that was in the bank in Killeen has been moved to San Antonio with 

all the other monies and CD’s.  Adjourned  at 6:20 pm. 

Banquet -  Everyone went to Furr’s and had a meal of their desire.  Therefore no one had a complaint.  

Also the raffle drawings were held after the meal.  The 50/50 pot winner was V - John Powell.  All made it 

safely back to the hotel. 

 

Sunday 22nd -  The memorial at American Legion Post 76 begin about 9:30 am with coffee and donuts.  

All looked around the post grounds and boxcar.  Looked to where the boxcar might can be moved to.  The 

Grand Aumioner  Lowell Mix with help from Grand Chef de Gare Chatham paid honor to our deceased 

voyageurs and dames.  This past year Dame Evelyn Howell C - 939 and Dame Wilma Pepin C - 1055 

passed away.  Voyageurs James A. Boone V - 1185, Joe F. Jimmerson V - 1123, Angel Carranza V - 542, 

James A. Baker V - 175, Gerald Moe V - 605, Herman Nauta V - 1031 went to voiture everlasting.  We a 

had a guest Ms Melissa Lesniak to attend and said a few words to all.  The Grand picture was taken and the 

memorial was over.  Chef Chatham wished all a safe trip home. 
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Grand Cheminot  

 Beaumont, Texas 

19 – 21 June 2009 
 

Printable Forms Available on the Website 

www.texasboxcar.com 

*************************************************************

******** 

FOR HOTEL RESERVATIONS 
(Be sure to say you are with the 40/8) 

 

LaQuinta Inn 

220 Interstate 10N 

Beaumont TX. 77702 

Phone:  409-838-9991 
(from I - 10 West take Laurel exit and loop around.)  

(from I 10 East take Calder exit.). 

Room rate $67.50 plus tax, continental breakfast. 

Cut off date June 5, 2009 mention you are with the 40-8. 

*************************************************************

******** 

http://www.texasboxcar.com/
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REGISTRATION 
Pre-registration fee $20 prior to June 1, 2009, $25 after June 1st and at the door. 

List voyageur's and dame's names and locale and cabane number. 

Make Checks to - Voiture Locale 312. 

Send pre-registration to: 

John Bares, 

1475 S.M.L.King, Jr. Pkwy. 

Beaumont, TX. 77701 

(409-832-8231) 
Friday night fish fry at American Legion Post 33 - $7 each 

Let us know if you are going to eat fish. 

*************************************************************

******** 

BROCHURE 
Program book - full page ad $30, half page ad $20, quarter page ad $15, business card 

$10. 

Ads must be camera ready and received no later than May 15, 2009. 

Make checks to - Voiture Locale 312. 

Send ads and check to: 

Hillary Guest, 

2560 Euclid St., 

Beaumont, TX.77705 

(409-350-7078) 

 

     

  

 
Agenda for Grand Cheminot 

June 19-20-21, 2009 
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Friday                                   June 19 2009 

2 PM to 6 PM                     Registration (La Quinta) 

3 PM to 6 PM                     Hospitality Room Opens 

6 PM to 8 PM                     Fish Dinner, Post 33 

9 PM to ????                      Formal Wreck, Post 33 

 

Saturday                               June 20, 2009 

9 AM to Noon                    Registration (La Quinta) 

9 am to 11 AM                  Hospitality Room Opens 

9 AM                                 Grand Committee Meetings (La 

Quinta) 

1 PM                                  Joint Session (Post 817) 

           Welcome, Audwin Samuel, Mayor 

Pro-Tem 

                                     Response, Gerald Brady, Sous Dir. 

Americanism 

1:30 PM                             La Femmes Rendevous (Post 817) 

1:30 PM                             Grand Promenade (Post 817) 

     Grand Correspondant reads Official 

Call 

     Grand Correspondant conducts Roll 

Call 

      

 

Agenda - continued 

 

Grand Correspondant reads rules 

    Introduction of National Officers 

and           
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              Grand Chef Passes 

     Grand Correspondant reads previous  

      Minutes 

     Call for Reports 

     Membership Workshop 

     Old Business 

Recess until 9 AM Sunday, June 21, 2009 

Hospitality Room Reopens until 6 PM 

 

Banquet, Saturday, June 18, 2009, Dorie E. Miller 

Post 817 

 

Sunday  June 21, 2009 

9 AM                   Grand Promenade Reconvenes 

            New Business 

           Good of the Order 

            Election/ Installation of Officers 

                                           Adjournment 

 

Have a safe trip home and 

we hope that you have enjoyed your stay in Beaumont. 
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La Grande Voiture du Texas       

La Societe des Quarante Hommes et Huit Chevaux        

1904 Rutherford Drive 

Leander, Texas 78641    

 

 

 
 

ADDRESSEE:  Please notify sender of 

name/address correction              Chef de Gare – Milton Chatham, Correspondant – Don Barfield, 

Commissire Intendant – Javier Patron, L’Editeur – David Knutson 

============================================================================ 

 
60th Annual Pilgrimage to the Merci Boxcar 

February 2009 

 

 


